


CONTRIBUTIONS
Eid Gathering 2007

At MClub, each year we have a wonderful mix of new friends and
familiar faces. What better excuse to bring everyone together
than an Eid Gathering for the old and new. On 24 October 2007,
MClub held our first Eid Gathering at one of the newest and more
interesting event spots in town, The Pod @ National Library. With

a great view overlooking the Singapore city centre, The Pod
provided a magnificent backdrop coupled with good food and

great conve rsation.

By then, it was the third week of Syawal , and we figured everyone
would be tired of the traditional Eid spreads of rendang and
lontong, so we dished out a non-conventional Eid spread of salad,
sushi, seafood pasta, Italian chicken and a carving beef sirloin station,
just to mention a few of the scrumptious dishes! Members, both old
and new, comprising professionals from diverse industries dropped
by to catch up, and we were heartened to see many new friends
and connections made, which we hope will go a long way to foster
both professional and community-based interests amongst our

members. Looking forward to the next gathering!
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CONTRIBUTIONS
YMC Secondary 2 Community Service Project 2007

Contributed by Agid Aiman Azam bin Azmi, YMC member of batch ‘09

Although the sky was still dark, member of the YMC batch of ‘09
members began to walk through the gates of the Boys' Brigade
Campsite in Sembawang, where we were to hold our Leadership Camp,
dubbed “Hand in Hand we Lead"”. This camp was to be the culmination
of several months’ worth of meetings, correspondences and planning.
It was no surprise that all of us were very excited to play host to about
twenty-five kids that came from less privileged backgrounds for two

days.

In their own groups led by two YMC members as facilitators, the kids

were given ample opportunity to shine as leaders, and in their own way

each and every one of them did. Whether it was directing the group while

manoeuvring a difficult obstacle course, screaming his head off on stage
in front of everyone as part of a play, or even designing a sculpture
and defending it from water bombs hurled by other groups, they took
charge, deciding for themselves in which direction they were to take

their efforts.

We had time to sit and talk with them during lunch, free time, and while
waiting for activities to get started. Not surprisingly, we discovered
that these kids, although less privileged than we are, were deep

down inside very much alike. We shared common passions such as

sport, movies, music and the desire to have fun.

— participants at Sembawang Park

The camp ended with a bang, with a campfire made out of candles
painstakingly lit into the shape of our camp logo and the letters
"YMC'. Now visibly more confident than when we first met them,
they kids put on their plays for everyone to see, showcasing
their interpretation of our camp theme. After several rounds of

campfire songs, the day was done. We were undoubtedly sad
to see the kids go, but were certain that in one way or another
we left a good impression on them, and left feeling that we had

accomplished what we had set out to do.

YMC idli .
members guiding the Participants
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CONTRIBUTIONS

YMC Secondary 3 Community Service Project 2007

Contributed by Athirah Mustaza, YMC member of batch ‘08

After our batch organised a successful Community Service Project (“CSP”) in
2006 involving a day trip to the zoo for kids from the Muhammadiyah Home,
we were determined to do something more exhilarating this time round and
thus out came our brainchild, a three-day Camp ‘07, entitled “There’s a Class
for This".

It was a camp encircling three main ideas — Dance, Dikir and Drama — that we
had decided to organise for the Education Trust Fund (ETF) beneficiaries. We
designed the camp for kids ranging from 8-12 years old not only to experience
something new and enriching, but at the same time to ensure that they too

had fun whilst learning important lessons in co-ordination and teamwork.

We divided the kids into 3 groups and started off the event with icebreakers.
Though they took some time to warm up to each other, as the day went on,
such was the excitement that built up with each passing moment that before
long, they were exemplifying the mantra that “kids just want to have fun!”
The main idea of the camp was to allow each group to try out the 3 categories
of activities before the facilitators eventually allocated each group a specific
category to work on. The camp culminated with a performance from each

group, showcasing their hard work and originality.

Though the group that had performed the Dikir definitely stole the limelight
after their amazing presentation and co-ordination meant that they won
the showcase, the event ended off on a good note for everyone, with each
of the beneficiaries being given a special souvenir to bring home for their

outstanding performances.

As much as goodbyes are always painful, it was definitely heartening to hear
them call 'kakak!’" or ‘abang!’ when we were all bidding farewell, telling how
they had enjoyed the camp and how they wished they could meet us again. On
hindsight, | cannot help but reflect on the fact that what seemed to have been
originally too meticulous to pull off had actually materialized before our own
eyes. Taufik Batisah was definitely right in his observation that, “if you put your
heart and mind into it, you can accomplish anything.” It is overwhelming and
immensely satisfying to reflect and realize how the secondary three facilitators
were able to put aside any differences that we may have had to work together
and collectively pool our efforts to make a little difference in the life of our

underprivileged friends.

Nothing beats the satisfaction of successfully pasting a smile on the faces of those

young kids!

ice-brea

;articipa”ts in an

Trekking into Bukit Timah
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OUR SINCERE THANKS TO...

Our Partners

Bock’s Trading & Bus Transport Service
Community Leaders’ Forum

National Junior College

National Volunteer & Philanthropy Centre
National Youth Council

Sheraton Towers Singapore

Yayasan MENDAKI

Our Speakers, Guests-of-Honour and Contributors

Mr Aylwin Tan

Ms Ayuni Al

Ms Elim Chew

Ms Hamidah Adilah Mustafa

Mr Inderjit Singh

Mr Iskandar Jalil

Ms Iva Aminuddin

Mr Muhamad Imaduddien Abdul Karim
Mr Noor Effendi lbrahim

Mr Rofizano Zainor

Mdm Siti Rohanah Koid
Mr Zainudin Nordin

Director of Operations, Asia Pacific, EDB

Graduate, National University of Singapore
Founder and President of 77th Street
Undergraduate, Singapore Management University
CEO of Infiniti Solutions and Member of Parliament
Highly-regarded National Ceramist

Senior Executive, Civil Service College

Senior Legal Counsel, Monetary Authority of Singapore
Previously Artistic Director of Teater Ekamatra
Currently Lecturer at Republic Polytechnic

Design Director, FutureBrand

Lecturer, Singapore Polytechnic

Mayor for Central Singapore CDC and

Member of Parliament for Bishan-Toa Payoh GRC
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MENDAKICLUB

No 51 Kee Sun Avenue
Off Tay Lian Teck Road
Singapore 457056
Tel: 6245 5818 / 5749
Fax: 6449 4492
www.mendakiclub.org.sg
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